
Bright Spaces
In 2017the Foundationopened11 new Bright Spaces,
almost double the number opened in 2016 (6). New
openingswere at Wormwood Scrubs,Downviewand
Brixton prisons; domestic violence refuges in
Northampton, Berkshire and Salisbury; two in
AchievingBest Evidencesuites for the Metropolitan
Police; Inner LondonCrown Court; ellenor Hospicein
Dartford; andthe NorthernHealthCentrein London.

TheFoundationwaspleasedto extendthe rangeof its
partners and beneficiaries with its first hospice,
hospitaland court BrightSpacesin 2017. At the end of
2017, there were 55 Bright Spacesopen throughout
the UK.

Bright Space at HMP Wormwood Scrubs

The Bright Horizons Foundation for Children creates Bright
Spaces,enriching play environmentsfor children affected by
abuse, domestic violence, homelessness, parental
imprisonmentand ill-health. Thecharitywasestablishedin the
UK in 2005 by care and education provider, Bright Horizons
Family Solutions, to make a difference in the communities
whereit operates.

Experiencing trauma can be detrimental to children’s physical, 
emotional and intellectual development. Bright Spaces are 
designed to give children the opportunities they deserve to 
play, develop resilience, form stronger bonds with their families 
and other caring adults, and strengthen their self-esteem. 

Two new Bright Spaceprogrammeslaunchedin 2017.
The first was Bright Space in a Bag, which was
developedto supportRefuge’sChild SupportWorkers
working with children in the community who are
victims of domestic violence. This was piloted
throughoutLondonto providechildrenwith purposeful
and engaging play opportunities, to avoid re-
traumatisation, whilst their mothers describe their
experiences to their Domestic Violence Support
Workers.

Elevencratesof resourceswere provided,from which
age-appropriateresourcesare selectedto go in a back-
pack to take to appointments with families in the
community.

The secondof the Foundation’snew programmesto
launch in 2017, was the Teen Project for the
Metropolitan PoliceService. In responseto feedback
from the Met, we enhancedour BrightSpaceresources
for teens being interviewed about abuse in 7 police
stationsaroundLondon.

The Met told us, “Thework of the Bright Horizons
Foundationhas truly impactedon the lives of abused
children when being interviewed by the Met. The
BrightSpacesassistour officersin keepingthe children
of Londonsafe. We are proud to work with them on
our journey to providing total victim care and making
Londonsaferfor children.”
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2017 Openings

TheBright Spaceat ellenor Hospicein Dartford (above)
openedon 14th February. TheBrightSpaceis a carefully
designedcreative therapiesarea for children with life-
limiting or life threateningconditionsto engagein play
and music therapy, and find comfort and distraction
from painor distress.

“Creatinga dedicatedroom for play and musictherapy
at the hospice allows us to provide children the
opportunity to accessthe emotionalsupport they need.
Whetherthe child is a patient themselves,a sibling,or a
child of an adult patient, they will be able to use the
space to explore their feelings in a safe, supportive,
environment,”said RebeccaScalzo,Head of Children’s
HospiceCareat ellenor.

TheBrightSpacegardenat the Evedomesticviolence
refuge in Northamptonopenedon 18th August. The
Bright Spacewas designedby the children living at
the refuge, and transformed the garden into an
enriching and fun environment for play and
relaxation. It includesnew surfacing,a new sheltered
seating area, a wooden climbing frame and slide,
planters,flowers and plants, outdoor kitchen, water
wall andlotsof newtoysandequipment.

The Bright Spaceat a domestic violence refuge in
Salisbury (above) turned a conservatory into a
comfortable and fun environment for mothers and
childrento enjoytogether.

The Bright Spaceat Isleworth Crown Court (above)
helps children to relax and feel safe when giving
evidencein court.



Brightening Lives
In 2017the Foundationsupportedits Bright Space
partners, and local communities through
BrighteningLivesActivities.

Theseactivities provided new baby hampers for
young homeless mothers, gifts to children and
families at Christmas,and school stationery and
back-packs to disadvantaged children starting
school.

The Foundationalso co-ordinated support for the
victims of the Grenfell Tower fire in London,
deliveringover 100 boxesof items neededby the
relief effort, donated by Bright Horizons’
employeesand families. Theseincluded nappies,
wipes,toiletries, new underwearand clothing,and
colouringpencilsandpaper.

We were delightedto receivepositivefeedbackin our
annualsurveyof BrightSpacepartners:

100% said their Bright Spaceimpacts children and
families,with 81% statingthat their BrightSpacehasa
major impact on the childrenand familiesit supports.
Furthermore, 100% were very satisfied with the
Foundationasa partner.

ά¢ƘŜwhole processwas managed thoughtfully and
carefully. Theteam are informative and friendly. The
spacecreatedis beautiful.έBright Space Partner

άhǾŜǊŀƭƭI cannot thank the Bright Horizons
Foundation enough. The feedbackabout the space
we provide to families has been astounding and I
personally have seen just what a difference this
support has made to someof the children that come
here. There is nothing better than making a child
smile and relax at sucha difficult time in their lives.
Thankyou.έBright Space Partner

ά¢ƘŜfamilies we target are those that feel isolated
and vulnerable,so having the opportunity to develop
friendships and connect to the local community, as
well asreceiveadviceand support,are very important
to them.έBright Space Partner

Bright Space Impact

Grants
In 2017the FoundationrecognisedBright Horizons
employeeswho demonstratetheir commitment to
making a difference in their communities. 25
Community Champion and 8 Volunteer Grant
awards were made to charities supported by the
recipientsof the awards.



Finally, Thank You!

Fundraisingincreasedoverall in 2017 by 3.5%, to £107.3K. Our top three sourcesof income in 2017 were the
donationmadeto the Foundationby BrightHorizons,our annualtwo month FUNdraisingCampaignand External
Fundraising.

BrightHorizonscontinuesto makeanannualdonationto the Foundation,andalsoprovidesoverheadresourcesto
supportits operationfrom its marketing,finance,HR,legal,safeguarding,facilitiesandcommunicationsfunctions.

Our annualFUNdraisingCampaigntook placeover the two monthsof OctoberandNovember,and wasour most
successfulyet. BrightHorizons’staff, parents,clients,suppliersandpartnerstook part in all sortsof fun activities
whichraisedan incredible£18.8K,£5.5Khigherthan the amountraisedin 2016.

We sawa 23% increasein ExternalFundraisingfrom other Trustsand Foundations,to £16.8K, up from £3.9K in
2016. Grantswere awardedfor Bright Spacesby the FenceClub(Met PoliceTeenProject),TescoGroundworks
(EveRefuge)andthe ShanlyFoundation(SurreyPolicedueto openin 2018).

The Foundation also benefitted from generous in-kind donations made by Bright Horizons’suppliers and
contractorswho donatedtime andresources,to supportthe FoundationandreduceBrightSpacecosts.

Fundraising

We are deeply grateful for the support we receive,which helps us to make a difference through our Bright
Spaces. BrightSpaceswhichenablea child in a policestationto relaxandfeel safe,beforegivingevidenceagainst
the perpetratorsof abuse; a child in a domesticviolencerefugeto play freely without the threat of violenceor
intimidation; a child whosemum or dad is in prisonto maintainandbuild their relationship; a child in a hospice
to createhappymemorieswith their families.

www.brightspaces.org.uk  |  getinvolved@brighthorizons.com   |   01933 415957


